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It has been 18 years since the British Delegation Program started in 2001.
Since that time, the Chatan Board of Education has established a very
successful international link with Dene Magna School in Western England. The
students of Dene Magna and Chatan have fostered the intercultural
understanding and cross-cultural communication through homestays, attending
the host students’ classes, and introducing aspects of their own culture. The
experiences have had a very positive impact on Chatan students, and have
inspired them to think more globally in the future. They were overwhelmed by
England’s historical buildings, natural environment, and warm welcomes from
host families, and also they were impressed by the great attitude of Dene
Magna's students and staff in classes. Many students say both similarities and
differences between society in Japan and in England, and about the importance
of making your opinions clear in western culture.

Nowadays, English communication has become a very important skill as
globalization continues to accelerate. The Chatan Board of Education aims to
develop a positive attitude for communicating in English, as well as intercultural
understanding through such programs and the annual English Speech &
Conversation Contest. We will continue to promote English education to raise
students’ English ability as a whole.

In conclusion, I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to Dene
Magna Headmaster, Mr. Stephen Brady, Global Education Consultancy Ms. Liz,
Ms. Kathryn and the teachers, students, and parents of Dene Magna School for
their support and the warm welcome. T look forward to ever growing friendship
for many more years to come.

Keiichi Kawakami
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Chatan J.H.S.
Momoka Medoruma

Learning from Failures

"Your effort today may not pay off, but a successful person never stops working."My
mother told me this saying whenever I failed at the things I tried. I would always blame myself
and T thought that my efforts would never be rewarded. But my mother's words left an
impression on me and so I determined to be more confident and keep working towards my goals.

When I was in the fourth grade of elementary school I became interested in English. I
started studying English and I enjoyed it. I even took the Eiken Examination. But in my first
year at junior high school I started to feel that I wanted to learn English not only by reading
and writing but also through speaking, so I started attending an English school. However, it was
difficult for me to even understand what my American teacher was saying much less have a

conversation with them.

Tt was my dream to participate in the Speech and Conversation contest, hosted by Chatan
Town, but at the school audition I found I was unable to answer the teacher’s English questions.
T was so disappointed with myself and I began to think that perhaps I am not suited for
speaking English. T was demoralized. That was when my mother told me the words I began this
speech with. Her simple advice inspired me to make greater efforts.

Last year, I participated in the English Spelling Contest with my seniors. We spent a lot of
time learning English vocabulary and practiced for the contest during our break times and
summer vacation. The contest day came and we were rewarded for our effort with the first
prize! It was one of the happiest moments of my life. I had applied to many auditions and failed,
but because of my mother's good advice my efforts were finally successful. I think that my

experience with failure helped me to succeed.

Of course, I am still making mistakes and failures but I have learned a lot from my
experiences. Although I do not know the outcome of today's Speech and Conversation contest,
I am sure that I will continue to work hard fo always improve my English. I will not let failure

discourage me.
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Chatan J.H.S.
Himari Ishikawa

The First Step Towards My Dream

I have a dream. Actually, I have many dreams. Among them, the one I would like to come
true first is my dream to help children who cannot attend school.
I would like to support children who have been bullied or children who, for economic or
domestic reasons cannot come to school. This is because I want tfo make even just one more
child happy, and also because I myself have had a tough experience.

I was diagnosed with atopic eczema just after birth. Even though every day my whole body
continuously itched and hurt, I did not get understanding from other people and so my daily life
was particularly tough. There were times I had to miss school because of my eczema. On top of
this, when my scars became noticeable my classmates would often say hurtful things to me. I
was hurt not only by the pain of atopy but also the thoughtless words of those around me.

However, it is because I have known pain and suffering from a young age that I believe I am
able to understand other people’s heartache and suffering. I want children o be able to smile
and have hopes and dreams. If children are struggling with stress, I want to listen to them and
help cheer them up. Also, if there are children who are poor and hungry, or spending their days
eating alone, then I want to help them.

In the future I would like to be a doctor, a pharmacist and a chef. I could use the skills

from these occupations to help make children smile. As a doctor and pharmacist, I can help
children who suffer from illness like me, and as a chef I can share the happiness you feel when
you eat delicious food.
My dream - tfo make many children smile - is such a big project. But right now as a first step
towards realizing my dream I always fry to keep smiling in order to share my happiness with
others, and I take care with my words and actions towards others. Also, I am working hard on
my studies and my gymnastics. I want to be positive and try many things in order to make
people feel happy.

Are you happy right now? Do you smile every day? As for me, I am working towards my
dreams and I am happy every day.
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Chatan J.H.S.
Karin Tanaka

True Friendship

Do you have good friends that you can call best friends? I have a few. We became friends
when we entered junior high school. T know some of them from elementary school, and others T
met in junior high. Among them, there is one person that I never thought we would become
friends, let alone best friends. Meeting her changed my way of thinking very much. I learned

what it means to have a true friend.

About a month after entering junior high school, we had new seat assignments. We came to
sit close to each other and started fo talk. She was very funny, she was full of gags and always
made everyone around her laugh. At the same time, she had a very strong sense of justice and
she was self-assertive. She did not hesitate to share her thoughts and opinions. Therefore, I
felt comfortable sharing mine as well.

When I was in elementary school, I was afraid of expressing my opinion because I didn't want
my friends to think I was different and exclude me from the group. I spent my days trying to
adapt to what my friends thought and what they did. At that time, I thought it was okay.
However, after meeting my best friend in junior high school, I came to think the view I had was
wrong. Friends should be able to share their thoughts no matter how different they think.

My friend is good at sharing and listening. Her point of view is quite different from others
and mine and it gives me new perspectives. When I share my thoughts, she fries to respect
them. We may not necessarily agree with each other all the time, but she at least tries to
understand. Because of this, we are able to share opinions on even serious matters, and as a
result have strengthened our bonds. She has taught me that it is natural for people to think
differently. The important point is that we openly share our thoughts and listen to others with

respect.

Through this experience, I have learned true friends are those who are able to honestly
exchange thoughts and who can respect each other. It is not agreeing with each other blindly. T
am very proud of having met someone like her who has given me new perspectives and has
taught me what true friendship is.
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Chatan J.H.S.
Homare Oshiro

My Dream

Do you have a definite idea about the occupation you would like to have in the future? An
Internet report said that now in Japan there are about seventeen thousand kinds of

occupations sorted in different branches like education, medical care, and so on.

My future dream is to be engaged in the field of international relations. That's because I
think it will be great if I can use English which T love so much in my future job. My interest in
English grew after I entered junior high school. I realized that through learning English we can
also learn different cultures which helps to broaden and enrich our minds.

Last July I hosted a student from England for a week. Before I met him, I was wondering if
T would be able o communicate in English well. At the same time, I told myself that it would be
a great chance to improve my English skills.
The first day we met, I didn't know what to talk about and both of us were very nervous. Then
T encouraged myself to talk about my family and Okinawa trying not to be worried so much
about making mistakes. He also tried hard fto understand my English and though it wasn't a
fluent conversation, we could enjoy talking to each other. I realized that I was communicating
in English without any help and I felt the joy of talking with foreign people for the first time!
We spent time together at meals, shopping and playing games with my whole family. When we
went to a sushi restaurant, I showed him how to use chopsticks. I remember that he seemed at
a loss with all the Okinawan and Japanese dishes he had never seen before! Little by little we
opened up to each other and were able o enjoy each moment we share. The last day at the
airport, he hugged me tightly and said "Thank you for all you've done for me. See you again!”

Through this valuable experience I gained confidence in my English skills and my interest in it
grew! English is one of the most enjoyable and wonderful things in my life. If we can speak
English, we can make friends all around the world! Now I'm sure I would like a job where I can
apply my knowledge of English in the future.

I recommend that you think about your future too. There are countless occupations in the
world. You'll surely find one worthwhile.
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Kuwae J.H.S.
Honoka Gima

Appreciation

Don't you think that your daily life is just normal and nothing special? I belong to a volleyball
club at my school. After volleyball practice, I take four different lessons, which are English
class, hip hop dance lessons, voice training, and piano lessons. I believe that taking these
classes is good for my future and my parents never complain. They just let me take all these
lessons. After school club activities, my mother picks me up and takes me the lessons every day.
I have had this routine every day since starting junior highs school. I eat dinner and change
clothes in the car. I thought I was the only one working hard every day, but one day my mother
said, "I'm tired.” Hearing those words I realized that she has made many sacrifices to make my
dream come true. I also realized that if she did not take me to each class, I could not do
anything by myself. Additionally, my father works very hard to make money to send me to these
schools. T thought that paying tuition was only natural and nothing special. T never thought that
my parents were really working so hard to make my dream come true.

T want you to realize that you cannot do anything without somebody's help. At school, our
teachers teach us many things; friends play with us any time, and we eat food every day. But if
all these ordinary things stopped suddenly, then you would realize that these ordinary things
are a great help. We cannot live without somebody's help in our lives. Indeed, I have been
helped by my parents in everything I want to do. Now, I know that it is very important to thank
the people giving me help, and appreciate the things they have done for me, big or small.

I would like you to look back and think about how many ordinary things you were able to do,
and how many people were involved in making your ordinary things become piratical. You should
be thankful to have been in a comfortable atmosphere. I believe that if you know and
understand appreciation, you will be able to overcome more difficulties. Although it is difficult
to express my feelings of appreciation towards my parents, I am trying tfo do my best in
whatever I do. If everyone always has appreciation in mind, we can share happiness. I would like
to ask you, "Do you ever thank the people that helped you? How do you express your
appreciation of their help?”
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Kuwae J.H.S.
Riri Miyahira

The importance of my mother

Are you in your rebellious phase now? I am a junior high school student going through my
rebellious phase. I think since I became a junior high school student, I easily get stressed out
about little things. Due to my challenging adolescent behavior, the relationship with my friends
went downhill and I started complaining about everything fo my mother. It caused a lot of

trouble for people around me.

At that time, I said things to myself like, "What an easy job my mom has! I can do everything
on my own! Why do I need my mom anyway?" Such a childish, selfish fool, and cruel I was! I
didn't even realize how much my mother had supported me with her unconditional love until she
went on a trip. One time, about a month before her trip, she showed me the pamphlet of the
trip she was planning with her friends. With a big smile she said to me, "I'm going on a trip with
my friends!" Then she made me promise to take care of the house. She added, "Just because I
feel very uncomfortable leaving it all to you.” The time came and my mother went on her trip.
To keep my promise to my mother, I started waking up at six every day to fix lunch for my
brother in high school. After that, I opened all the windows to circulate the air in the house
before getting ready for school. I thought it was an easy job, but it wasn't! T usually go to cram
school after school. It takes about an hour and a half to get there on foot, so I had to leave
straight from my school. When I got home, it would be ten o'clock already. I fixed supper for
my brother and myself, did the dishes, did the laundry, took a shower, and then did my
homework. By the time I was done with my homework, it was almost one o'clock in the morning. I
sometimes fell asleep during class at school. Because of the stress from all those things that I
am not used to, I came down with a bad cold. That was the moment when I realized how much
my mother had to work to raise two big kids. My mother worked and did all that every single
day! I regretted what I had said about how easy my mother's job was. It was very hard for me,
but it was a good learning experience at the same time. I will never underappreciate my mother

again. I just cannot find a word to thank her enough for all she does.

Lastly, I would like to say this to my mother: Thank you for all you do! Thank you for trusting
mel! I love you mom!
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