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Message from Superintendent

Chatan Board of Education, Toshiaki Harada

Since 2001, Chatan Town has been sending exchange team to Dean Magna
School, in western England to deepen the international understanding
through school visits and home-stay, introducing their own culture.

This year, making the 224 exchange program, the students were deeply
impressed by traditional British architecture, the rich natural environment,
and the warm welcomes from the host families, also impressed by the
enthusiastic, diligent attitude of Dene Magna students in their classes.
Through this experience, the students gained valuable insights: the
importance of acting proactively without fear of failure, the challenge and
significance of expressing their opinions in English. This sparked new
motivation for further English study, strengthened their resolve to study
abroad, and led many to dream of future careers using English to help others.

The Chatan Town Board of Education aims to promote cross-cultural
understanding and mutual comprehension through such international
exchange programs, fostering the qualities and abilities needed to live
harmoniously with people from different cultures. To this end, the Junior
High School English Speech and Conversation Contest is held to select
students to be sent to the UK, as English language skills as a lingua franca
are an important basic ability for students who will be responsible for the
international society of the future. Furthermore, starting in fiscal year
2019, we established a school recommendation quota and increased the
number of dispatched students to enhance the overall English proficiency of
all town junior high school students.

Additionally, we are promoting international understanding education
from the elementary school level, such as by assigning AETs (Assistant
Language Teachers) to all elementary schools, striving to cultivate practical
English skills as a means of communication. We intend to continue striving
to promote more substantial international exchange programs and English
education, and to nurture human resources capable of responding to
globalization.

In closing, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to Dean Magna
School's principal, Mr Declan Mooney along with all the teachers, students,
and parents who worked so hard to warmly welcome Chatan Town's
delegation team again this year. I look forward to ever growing friendship

for many more years to come.
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Chatan Junior High School
Aol Yagi

My dream

“Haisai, gusuyo, chuganabira.”

This i1s Shimakutuba, a dialect of Okinawa. It means “Hello. How are you all
doing?”

Last summer, on a flight to Osaka with my family, I heard a flight attendant say
this Okinawan greeting in her on-board welcome announcement. Despite the
familiarity of the phrase, I felt like I was hearing it for the first time. I was
surprised because I thought the cabin attendants would use only English or
Japanese.

My dream is to become a flight attendant, so I am always excited to get on a plane
and see them working. But this dream grew stronger in 5th grade of Elementary
school when my father was assigned alone to Miyako Island for work. Until then,
airports and airplanes had always been fun, exciting places for me. When I tearfully
waved my father off to Miyako, the airport became a place to say goodbye, a sad
place. I realized that the airport — even just one airplane - is full of so many different
people, some excited to go on a trip, some sad to say farewell to loved ones, some just
looking forward to getting home to their families. And the flight attendant is there
for all these different people. That’s when I thought, “I want to be like that!”

I'm sure the flight attendant on that flight to Osaka wanted to give the passengers
the first page of beautiful memories of Okinawa. For me, born and raised in
Okinawa surrounded by emerald-green seas, where people come together as one in
the unique Okinawan Kachashi dance, and anyone can be family after just one
encounter, I felt that Shimakutuba could be the gateway to revealing the charms of
Okinawa.

I want to become a flight attendant and welcome people from all around the world
to Okinawa. I want to tell the passengers “Haisai” and show the charms of this
beautiful island. And someday I may get to experience places I've never been before
and hear their languages and share in their unique experiences. And that is why I

want to be a flight attendant. I will work hard to make my dream come true!
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Kuwae Junior High School

Mana Shimabukuro

Breaking Down Language Barriers

Everyone, I have a question for you. Do you know what the number 42% means?
This percentage shows how many people spoke Shimakutuba (the Okinawan
language) in 2024. Looking at this number, I thought it was important to learn and
pass on Okinawan culture.

I have been a member of the Okinawa Hands-on Youth Club since I was in the
third grade of elementary school. I have been learning Shimakutuba, Okinawa’s
traditional culture and events, and gyueese there. Gyueese is a traditional prayer
for happiness and family health said in front of the family Buddhist altar. When I
was younger, I was always listening to my grandmother's gyueese, but I didn’t know
the meaning of the words.

However, by learning Shimakutuba at the youth club, I could understand the
gyueese’s words. I thought Shimakutuba had a lot of thoughtful words and it was a
wonderful language.

Moreover, as part of my activities there, I participated in the practice of a local
chorus group. At first I was so nervous that I couldn’t dance or sing at all, but the
people in the group were very kind to me, so I could sing songs and dance with them.
Through my experience in the local community, I realized that it was easier to
communicate with local people when I spoke Shimakutuba, and that the local people
were very kind. This experience was the treasure of my life.

In addition to that, I met a group of Maori people who had come from New Zealand
to learn about Okinawan culture, and I learned about their culture as well. I was
able to gain international values and a diverse way of thinking through this
experience, but I didn't understand the content very well because I didn’t speak
English. So, I was frustrated. Therefore, I am studying English hard, and I am
working hard to communicate with a variety of people.

I want to promote Shimakutuba worldwide in the future and help revitalize my
local community. To do that, I need to speak English to teach Okinawan culture to
as many people as possible. Moreover, I treasure Shimakutuba and Okinawan

culture, and I want to share that treasure with the world.
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Chatan Junior High School

Sakura Hirata

What I learned through Art Club

“I just love drawing.”

That simple reason led me to join the art club in my second year of junior high school. Looking
back, I realize that the club became much more than a place to enjoy my hobby - it became the
roots of my growth.

At first, | thought | could just draw whatever and however | liked, but when | started preparing
for my first competition, | quickly hit a wall. T couldn’t draw what I pictured in my mind.
Shading, perspective — they were harder than | expected. | realized that creating art requires
careful observation and deep thinking.

Our teacher told us, “Observation is the foundation of art.” So, | started looking closely at
reference materials. | noticed how even the color of skin changed depending on the light or angle.
Instead of just painting skin as “peach”, I worked hard to capture what was really there, and this
shift in perspective changed how | approached my work.

Art club also taught me perseverance. Finishing a piece often took hours, with many revisions
along the way. Sometimes, I felt like quitting, but my friends encouraged me: “You’re almost
there!” “It’s looking really good!” Their words gave me strength to keep going. When | finally
completed my piece and won an award, the sense of achievement was beyond words!

The biggest lesson, though, was gaining the courage to express myself. In competitions, | often
doubted myself: “Is this good enough? What if people don’t get it?” But our teacher said, “There
is no single right answer in art. Express what’s inside you.” That message gave me confidence to
pour my feelings into my work.

Through art club, I didn’t just improve my drawing skills. | learned to believe in myself, to
keep going and to support others. The time spent in the art room, the quiet focus at the canvas, the
laughter shared with friends all became a part of who | am.

Joining the art club was one of the best things that happened to me. | will never forget the
lessons learned there. And no matter what lies ahead, the joy of drawing and the strength I gained

will always be with me.
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Chatan Junior High School
Tomoka Asato

| want to try even though I could fail

I have experienced intercultural exchanges many times. When I was in the second
year of junior high school, I volunteered for the Kinser Elementary School Summer
Camp held on a US military base. I taught Japanese and American children a game
where they had to guess how many marbles they had in their hands. However, the
children kept showing their marbles, so the game did not work. Using gestures, I
carefully showed them how to play until they understood properly. I realized that if
words alone cannot convey something, we can communicate with gestures.

Then last winter, I had an unforgettable cultural exchange that helped me grow a
lot. My cousin hosted a boy from Singapore, and we attended their home party. At
first, I was nervous and thought “What should I say? What if I don’t understand...”
and I couldn’t say anything. Then my cousin told me “Just say something. It’s okay!
Be confident!” So I found the courage to ask, “What did you ate in Japan?” and he
replied, “I ate natto.” I was SO happy that he understood my broken English! After
that I asked him about life in Singapore. As the conversation continued, I was able
to hear and understand what he was saying. I was very excited!

Once again, I realized that I could make myself understood even if I didn’t know
all the words and grammar, as long as I had the desire and courage to communicate.
Courage can overcome language barriers. I think it is important to focus on what we
want to say and just act.

I treasure a certain phrase in the lyrics of the song “Try everything” from the
movie Zootopia. The words are “I want to try even though I could fail”. Whenever I
listen to this song, I remember that it is important to try even if we might not be
understood.

If T get the chance to study in the UK, I will not be afraid of failure. I will be brave
and ask questions about their culture and way of life; and I will actively
communicate with people. I want to tell them about the traditions and food of Japan
and Okinawa. I don’t need to speak well. I will remember what my cousin taught me

and the phrases from my favorite song.
I WILL try even though I could fail.
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English Speech and Conversation Contest
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This year's topic:
lTraditional Okinawan culture (events, festivals, food, etc.) that I like! |
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