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AR ThESERBLTWAEAICATRY NEHT, IESBTED [ Focusing on vibrant and active local townspeople, here we

introduce their “relationships, charms, future goals and
prospects”with Chatan Town, through their own words and
photographs.
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Bringing Karate closer to our citizens, and to the world!
Mr. Zenpo Shimabukuro / Mr. Zenshun / Ms. Yua / Ms. Hinami (International Okinawa Shorin-ryu Seibukan Main Dojo)

It's been 61 years since our karate dojo “International Okinawa Shorin-ryu Seibukan”was established. As you may or may not know, karate is a martial art that originated in
Okinawa, and is a traditional culture that we Okinawans can proud to the world. So far, we have done karate education not only in Japan, but also in North America, Europe,
Asia, and around 20 other countries. There are many positive aspects to globalization, but it is a pity that traditional culture is sometimes misrepresented and passed on incorrect-
ly. I'try to be conscious in that regard so our original culture is correctly translated.

Currently, we are not only teaching at the dojo, but we also get invited to perform at the Keirokai (Senior Citizens Society), and we are also working to spread karate as a lifelong
sport in the local community. My goal is to spread the culture and spirit of Okinawa to many people as possible through traditional Shorin-ryu karate. As a first step, | would be
more than happy to see karate taught in our town’s junior high schools.
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Revitalize the energy in Chatan!

Ms. Katsuko Kokuba (Former Chatan Town Citizen Welfare Officer and
Chairwoman of Children's Committee Council, Human Rights Volunteer)

After retiring from Ginowan City Office, as a member of the Gender Equality Council, the Welfare and
Children's Committee, as well as a member of the Human Rights Commission, | have been involved
in the welfare of our town’s residents for 15 years. Later appointed as the chairwoman of the
Children’s Committee, through my position in cooperating with the schools | watched over our
marginalized youth and gave them advice on certain issues.

When some of the youth from the junior high school | was in charge of was going through rough
times, it was hard to watch, since | could only observe the situation. However, as days passed and my
visits became more frequent on a daily basis, the children started to open up to me. | realized that it is
important not to seek immediate results.

As a human rights volunteer | was also asked to assist in diverse ways. It was always reassuring to
see the smiles return to my fellow townspeople.

Chatan is a very comfortable and attractive town to live in, but | feel that our youth are less active
these days. Maybe we can blame it on the corona virus. | do believe that if there are more places for
our next generation of youth to easily access and feel welcomed, our town will become an even more
energetic place.
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Make Chatan an even more exciting,
global competitor to the world!

Mr. Kazuhiko Kaneshiro (Chief of Chatan Restaurant Association)

We run 5 restaurants mainly in Chatan Town known as the Double Decker group. In 1991, |
started a restaurant in Hamagawa here in Chatan. Around that time, the American Village
construction project was in the works, and the producer asked me, “Why don'’t you give it a shot?”
That led to the second branch of our Double Decker being opened in our current location. It's been
more than 30 years since then, and I'm happy to announce that we've had three generations of
customers continue to frequent us for our services. | also have many staff members who left the
restaurant to become independent business owners themselves, and | feel very proud of that.

Chatan continues to change. Although we're still developing as a town, Chatan is a place where
tourists, locals, and foreigners come together making us a truly international town that can
compete on the global stage. | want to thank our local government's willingness to take a proactive
approach to meet the needs of local residents. One of the charms of Chatan is that it values and
respects the beautiful ocean while developing as a town. | want to view our entire town as one big
team, while we preserve nature and make this place an even better town for all of us.
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