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Chatan junior high school
Mizuki Oyakawa

My determination
Have you ever imagined your future or the way you are working?

It was during my middle school second grade work experience that I started to think
about my future. I went o a nursing care home for the elderly and learned about care work
while actually experiencing taking care of elderly people. Since I was small I have spent a
lot of time with my grandparents so it was exciting for me o be able fo interact with the
elderly. I worked with the facility staff as an assistant, helping with rehabilitation and
hosting recreation time. I really enjoyed working at the nursing care home. Once, I asked
one of the staff "Isn't this hard work?" He answered, "Yes, it is hard, but the happiest
time is when you see the old people’s smiles” His words affected me strongly.

However, I thought that there should be different ways of rehabilitating people
according to each individual’s needs. Care workers should not be satisfied by assuming that
the person they are serving is pleased with what they are giving.

It was a good chance for me to learn not only about the job but also the reason why I
have to work and for whom I have to work for. This experience made me think about my
future. I am interested in the human body and I have been told by my family that I am
good with my hands. I decided I wanted fo be a doctor. First and foremost, I have a strong
desire to help someone in need.

I want to help patients and at the same time make their families happy. I think a doctor's
Jjob is not only curing patients' illnesses but also calming their families' anxieties. Becoming
a doctor is not easy: and even if I become a doctor I have fo continue studying to keep up
my skills and knowledge. I would like to tell my patients "Let's cure this illness fogether as
a feam”. I believe that my words would help the patient calm down and trust me.

So, what do you want to be or do in your future? If you haven't decided yet, why don't you
find out what kind of things or topics you are interested in? Keep looking - you might
discover something the same way I found out about my future.
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Kuwae Junior High School
9™ grade Yu Dendo

My Dream

Have you ever thought about what you want fo be in the future? When somebody asked
me what I want to be in the future, I used fo answer them that I want to be a pharmacist.
Actually, T just said it without thinking deeply because I've learned about pharmacology in
class and T had a chance to observe the pharmacist's job on the occupational field trip and
"Shokuba-Taiken.” On the other hand, I had been asking myself, do I really want to be a
pharmacist?

One day, something happened to my family. My grandfather was hospitalized and he had a
big heart operation. He was hospitalized where my mother works as a nurse. Fortunately,
the operation went successfully. All doctors and nurses were working so hard to save my
grandfather’s life. They took care of him with all their dedication and professionalism day
and night. After the operation, my grandfather got better day by day. He looked pale
before the operation, but he looks fine and his heart is working regularly now. I was very
impressed by their great work. All of my family appreciated the hard work the doctors and
nurses did.

We live in the same house with my grandparents, but during my grandfather's
hospitalization, my grandmother stayed in the hospital with him, and we felt lonesome. I
recognized the importance of health, and how much we love our grandparents and depend
on them.

I have learned many things from my grandfather’s illness. After his operation, I strongly
thought I want to be a doctor. T want to help not only sick people’s physical or mental
problems, but also the mental support for their families. I asked my mother, and I surfed
the internet on how to be a doctor. I realized that I should do my best with whatever I can
do now. I decided to go to "Juku" and study hard to improve my knowledge.

You may have your dream already, or you may not have decided what you want to be. I

believe that time spent on fulfilling your dream should not be wasted. The effort of making
sacrifices to make your dream come true will be a big reward fo your future.
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Chatan J.H.S.
Yui Sueyoshi

Learning from the speech contest

Have you ever done anything to the best of your ability?

Last summer, I participated in the Prince Takamado Trophy All Japan Inter-Middle
School English Oratorical Contest. I have been learning English since I was in the 3™ grade
of elementary school but this was my first English contest. After passing contests at the
district and prefectural levels, I was able to progress to the national competition as a
representative of Okinawa.

However, I faced a lot of difficulties before I could stand on that stage and speak. I
was still in the 2™ grade then, so I had club activities, cram school and other commitments,
on top of which I had to remember a long English speech for the contest. At first I felt
like T wanted to quit many times during practices due to pressure, but I thought giving up
would be bad. Somehow, I managed to find the time - even 10 or 20 minutes - and T
practiced over and over again.

The contest was held in Tokyo. I was able to listen to the other students' speeches and
learn a lot of things there. The most surprising thing for me was seeing the difference in
ability between me and other students. Before I took part in this contest, I had been
satisfied with my English level, but during the contest, I was surprised at the high level of
the other speeches. I was really shocked about my weak English. However, I realized that
this experience was a good opportunity to improve my English and so I became motivated to
learn English more. Now I am trying to get Eiken or join various English contests because I
want to sharpen my English skills and be a person who can succeed in the global world.

Through this experience, I learned that challenging something leads to personal growth.
If you have any dream or goal, you should give your best effort towards it. Of course you
will face some hardships, but it will be a great chance for you to grow and improve. Never
give up on anything and always do your best for a wonderful future.
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Chatan Junior High School
Hiroki Sueyoshi

Gender Equality

It has been almost two and a half years since I joined the brass band club at my school;
the time flies so fast! In elementary school I was in the basketball and music clubs, but
when I entered junior high school, I could not decide which club I should join.

Inmy first term of junior high school, T went to see the brass band club for a try out.
The members were kind enough to show me how to play the instruments and actually let me
try playing them. I was very glad to have met them and decided to join the brass band club
at once. After I joined I found out that I was the only boy in the club, but that did not
make me change my mind about joining.

Although I was the only boy, my friends never laughed at me or teased me. On the
contrary they even encouraged me. I felt cheered on by my good friends. I sometimes
wanted to quit the club because I did not understand “girls’ talk” but I remembered my
friends’ encouragement and appreciated their support, and so I was able to concentrate on
my playing. I would not have stayed with the brass band club if it wasn't for their
encouragement. These days I sometimes go out with the club members to see other schools’
concerts and events. We hang around together and have become close friends. I realized
that there is no border line between boys and girls.

Some years back, the class members' list was segregated by gender. Our P.E. classes
were also segregated the same way. I was surprised to hear that a long time ago technical
classes were taken only by boys and homemaking classes were for girls only. I am so glad
that all those differences have been abandoned now.

Chatan town's policy of gender equality says that people should help and support each
other, recognize and accept each other for what they are regardless of gender. I't does
not matter whether you are a boy or a girl. You should enjoy playing, talking and studying
together as you like. Of course, there will always be quarrels between boys and girls but
things always calm down. As the saying goes: "Rain settles the soil.” I hope that we can
work together to build a world where everyone can be happy, whatever their gender.

Thank you.
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